
I had a friend who thought 

calling a local church the 

ñFirst Church of Godò was 

somewhat arrogant.  Was 

there ever a ñSecond 

Church of Godò?  

I understood where he was 

coming from but to me the 

word ñFirstò has always just 

been a tag used for differ-

entiating one local fellow-

ship from another.  Re-

cently, I have been thinking 

that we might be able to 

look at it a different way. 

I heard a pastor recently 

encourage us to not refer 

to ñourò and ñyourò Church 

but to consider all churches 

as ñourò Church.  We in the 

Church of God Reforma-

tion Movement say we of-

fer our fellowship to all be-

lievers regardless of their 

denominational labels.  I 

like thatðI have always 

liked that about the Church 

of God. 

The pastor referred to Acts 

1:8 ñ...and you shall be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and 

Samaria and to the ends of 

the earthò.  I was thinking 

that we could put that 

verse another way ñ...and 

you shall be my witnesses 

in Tacoma, Pierce County, 

Washington State, the 

United States and to the 

ends of the Earthò.   

In that regards then Ta-

coma First Church of God 

would really be ñTacoma 

First, Pierce County Sec-

ond, Washington State 

Third, The United States 

Fourth, and Ends of the 

World Last Church of Godò.  

But I suspect that might be 

hard to get on a sign or 

letterhead.  

Let us just stick with 

ñTacoma First Church of 

Godò as a more simple rep-

resentation of the larger 

truth.  By the way, how is 

our Church doing? 

- Bill Beverly, editor 

What does the òFirstó in òFirst Church of Godó Mean? 

We have had an accident 

with the church drive-

through, a portion of which 

has been demolished.  Be-

cause of additional dam-

age not identified earlier, 

the remaining portion of the 

drive through area will also 

have to be demolished.  

The Board of Trustees is 

working with our insurance 

agent and a construction 

firm to identify the most 

prudent path to follow. The 

Board is considering 

whether to restore the cov-

ered drive-through as be-

fore or to leave the drive 

through open.  The entire 

entrance area will be refur-

bished/remodeled to pre-

sent an attractive entrance 

to our church facility.  As 

soon as a decision is 

made, we will keep the 

congregation informed.  

Further details are avail-

able from any Board mem-

ber. 

Whatõs Happening with the Drive-Through? 
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Josh and Allison were mar-
ried by Pastor Ken in No-
vember 1996.  Son Joshua 
was born in March 1998 
and John in March 1999. 
Joshua is in 4th grade, 
John in 3rd at Beachwood 
Elementary School, North 
Fort Lewis.  They play foot-
ball for the Lake Steila-
coom Lancers.   
 
The Watsons are from Cot-
tage Grove, Oregon where 
they attended Riverside 
Church of God.  Josh is a 

Sergeant First Class in the 
US Army.  The Watsons 
were stationed in North 
Carolina for 3 years and 
have been stationed at Fort 
Lewis for  8 years.  Allison 
is a homemaker and volun-
teers in the Church office 
once a week.  Josh is serv-
ing on the Board of Trus-
tees.  
 
Allison is the oldest of 4 
children, 2 girls and 2 boys. 
She grew up on a ranch 
shared with grandparents; 

worked 4-H with horses, 
beef cattle, sheep and 
pigs; and was heavily in-
volved with music in Jr and 
Sr High School.   
 
Josh has a younger 
brother.  He played football 
in high school where he 
started dating Allison. They 
enjoy spending time to-
gether as a family fishing 
and camping, plus getting 
home to Oregon and see 
family.  
 

rica and Jay-r Centeno 

Alejo, Age 8 from the 

Philipines.  Brochures 

with additional informa-

tion on each child are 

available in the Church 

office.  

Visit Children of Prom-

ise at: http://

www.echildrenofpromise.org/ 

During our Vacation 

Bible School this sum-

mer, our children 

raised funds to sup-

port children from our 

missions fields.  As a 

church family we are 

sponsoring Rachel 

Naa Deide Aryee, age 

3, from Ghana, lo-

cated in Western Af-

Focus on A Family 

Children of  Promise 

Look Back at Summer 2007 
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The Watson Family  
Allison, Josh, John and 

Joshua 
 

Congratulations,  

PASTOR Paula  

Pastor Ken makes 

a splash!  

Egg  

Concentration  

The Throws  

Hanging of  the Green 

Our annual Hanging of 

the Green service is 

the Sunday after 

Thanksgiving, Nov 

25th at 600 PM.  We 

will be decorating the 

sanctuary, narthex, 

front door, and other 

rooms for the Advent 

Season.  We will wor-

ship, 

work 

and 

fel-

lowship afterwards with 

refreshments in the 

kitchen area.  Come 

and have a good time 

bringing in the Holiday 

Season! 

Jay-r Centeno Alejo, Age 8 

Rachael Naa Dei De Aryee, Age 3 

http://www.echildrenofpromise.org/
http://www.echildrenofpromise.org/

