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Vacation Bible School was always important in my small home town. The three
churchesd Church of God, United Methodist and Baptistd held one large VBS in the
local elementary school. VBS usually started a week or two after regular school was
out in June and before the coal miners vacation started in early July. VBS went Mon-
day to Friday, from 900-300, for two weeks. We had the usual lessons, music, playtime
and crafts. Our parents were fully engaged in making everything happen. My Mom
taught classes several years. One of the grandfathers taught how to make bird houses
in his wood shop up the street from the school.

My last VBS as a student (rather than as a parent in later years) was when | was a

sophomore in high school. All my other friends had more important things to do that
summer. | was asked to help with the music. That year my teacher taught us how to
draw the symbols of the church and what they meant. | learned how to draw a block

cross with three steps below, just |ike on t
horizont al bar stood for Jesusd outstretched
that the crossdé vertical bar was Jesus provi

The three steps below the cross were for the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Why is this all important you might ask? The importance is that | remember it nearly
fifty years later. Most of those VBS teachers have now gone onto Glory but what they
said and did stuck in my mind vividly. If you look closely in one of boxes in my attic,
you will find the drawings | made that summer. | suspect that many of you who went to
VBS also have the same sort of mementos in your attics. More importantly, | hope you
have what you heard at VBS in your hearts.

Bill Beverlyd editor

Wh at | S NGod Heal s

On Tuesday evenings, a group called God Heals meets at the TFCOG facility. We

asked Joan, the | eader, what God Herifikds i s al
alcohol and drug treatment program. We provide individual assessments and counsel-

ing for persons who suffer from addiction. God Heals combines traditional chemical

dependency treatment methods with Christian support, prayer, and Biblically-based

teachings. God Heals is based on the belief that God is the ultimate healer and that

through His help and the help of others whom He has placed within our midst that we

can achieve complete healing and sobriety. God Heals serves men and women ages

15 and older. Day and evening appointments are available. Court-ordered clients are

OK too. 253-538-8 500 0
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Focus on A Family

Ron and Michelle Anijo were married in May 1996. They moved to A street in
2001. They have 5 kids:

§ MaKenzie just turned 21 and is engaged to Jake. They live in Tacoma.

8§ Kyle is 16. He will be a Junior at Mt. Tahoma High School in the fall.

§ Josh is 11 1/2. He will be in the 7th grade at Ford Middle School.

§ Alicen is 9. She will be in the 4th grade at Larchmont Elementary School.
§ Matthew is 7 1/2. He will be in the 2nd grade at Larchmont Elementary
School.

Ron has worked at Tacoma Cemeteries and Funeral Home for the past 19
years. He is the middle child of 3 sons. He grew up in a south Tacoma
neighborhood and moved to the Anaheim area of California where he gradu-
ated from high school before moving back to Tacoma.

Michelle was the last child born in a family of 12, on a farm in south central

- : North Dakota, where her parents still live. She has been running her own
The Anijo Family home daycare since 1991.

Ron, Michelle, Josh, Alicen and

Matthew The Anijods began attending the Paradi se

Kent and Cathy Shoop while they worshipped at New Tacoma Cemetery. Af-

ter their move to A street, the Anijods found old friends

on the Board of Trustees and in 2003 took over the position as Director for Shepherd's Love Preschool and Daycare
(a ministry of Tacoma First COG) until it's closure in 2004. Ron currently serves the worship team as the sound and
lights technician and as an excellent vocal soloist.

Look Back at Vacation Bible School 2007
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Thanks to everyone who
made this a wonderful week
but especially to the Mo-
desto COG Youth group!

Sunday School Notes

Our Fall Kickoff Day is scheduled for September 9th. Mark that .
on your calendar as be begin our Fall Sunday School Programs.
More information to follow in the Sunday bulletins.
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