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wan | EvVangelism or Social Justice?

Excerpt from Missions , May/June 2007 by Don Denna Johnson*

iThere has | ong been a debate among Protesta
the church. Which has priority, evangelism or social justice? Redeeming souls or re-

deeming human lives from hunger and fear, from violence and oppressive sys-

tems?...The former view suggests that as more people become followers of Jesus, so-

cial reform will eventually occur. The latter voice would say that caring for the social jus-

tice concerns of people is in itself witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ and will attract
people to Hi mé

One could make a strong scriptural case for either perspective, but | do not believe it is

by accident that both John the Baptist and Jesus announced the good news with these
words: fARepent, for the kingdom of heaven is
gle word of good news, the poles, which have so long kept Christians from serving the

Lord together in unity, collapse and we discover that for the Christian, neither evangel-

ism nor social justice can truly be separated from one another.

Goddés reality became known in Jesus Christ,
loved and freely died for the liberation of humanity; and this liberation is as social as it is
spiritual. Created in Godébés image and shari

ality of God in our lives must join him in his liberating work in the world. Our task is re-
vealed in the nature of a self-giving God who entered history that we might know salva-
tion in this world as well as the next. o

*Don Denna Johnson is our Living Link missionary in Lebanon

Notice Anything Different?

Have you noticed anything different about the
church grounds? There is new bark; our street A
signage area has been spruced up with plants; and g &8
the big pine tree out front has been trimmed and
cleared. Thanks to all the many, many people who §
have helped fix up/paint up the facility and grounds. |
Special thanks goes to the Northcutt family who
have spent much time and effort to help improve
our grounds in front of the property.
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Focus on A Family

Gary and Janet Ann met in 1958 singing in their high school choir.
Pastor Brown of the then South Tacoma First Church of God an-
nounced their engagement during an April 1962 Sunday morning
Worship service.

Janet Ann and Gary were married a year later, May 3, 1963, soon to
be 44 years ago. Their first child, Heidi, was born in 1965 and twins,
Alyse and Dayna born two and 1/2 years later.

Gary and Janet Ann have worshiped at TFCOG for 50+years. All
three of their daughters were married in our current sanctuary: Heidi
in 1984, Dayna 1991, and Alyse 1992. Heidi has daughter Haley, 21,
and a son Deven, 17. Haley currently serves as the Nursery atten-
dant during our Sunday worship times. Dayna has two boys, Zachary
) , W% AI_.tAIy eﬁ$ a boy, Joey 7, and a daughter Lindsay, 4

R Z2L0W F AW LLXR %h?t&nﬁs\?ﬂk ﬁo%h dﬁan were born 15 days apart, the twins always

serve Him here. We have been re- . :
. i . did everything together).
warded with a growing and loving
IDPLO\ ~

Gary and Janet Ann Talbert

Janet Ann worked for 15 years as an LPN in Long Term Care, and
Gary worked for 35 years for Supervalu (originally West Coast Gro-
cery Co.)

Look back at our Easter Celebrations

Thanks to every-
one who made
this a wonderful
day to celebrate
the Resurrection
of our Lord!!

Sunday SChOOl NoteSfrom Phyllis Horst, our Superintendent

Come and attend our growing adult Sunday School class, 930-1020 AM, in the Fireside Room. We are studying
how to become Perfect, that is, Mature and Complete Christians in our study of the book of James. Bill Beverly
and Rudy Horst are our teachers and have many thought provoking and challenging discussions in our class.
Come and enjoy the fun and fellowship.
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